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Dates for Your Diary  

Nov 12th. - End of Season Buffet  

- if you havnôt already done so, get your 
ticket(s) from Mike Cheeseman NOW!!!  

Watch this space for details of social events 
to be held in the new year... 

 Editor - Jean Wilson on jean.wilson66@btinternet.com  

The Newsletter of  Kenilworth Croquet Club              

Sapcote away ...  
In the absence of Alan, Sapcote lent us Christine; 
who, with John, produced the only win for  
Kenilworth in the first round. Alan wasnôt  
absent, but never mind. Diane and Frank took a 
lead of 5 -1, but had a bad run to lose 6 ï 7. 
 
What followed was a kind of square-dance  
croquet, with frequent changes of partners. 
 
John and Peter won 7- 6, and Diane and Ray 
crushed their opponents 7 ï 2. Hoping to  
continue the good form, they stayed together for 
the third round, but lost narrowly 5 -7, while Frank 
and Peter, and Alan and John, both had wins. 
 
This left the score at 5 ï 4 to Kenilworth. Joyce 
and Chris went off to prepare tea, so just two 
more games could be played. Frank and John 
lost.  In the nail-biting decider, Alan and Peter 
had winning chances, but finally lost 6 ï 7. 
 
Sapcote 6, Kenilworth 5 
 
The company then repaired to Joyceôs  
comfortable cottage for the customary splendid 
Sapcote tea. 
 
The players: Diane Fitch, John Fitch,  
Ray Clipson, Alan Clark, Peter Langley,  
Frank Hibberd 

Sapcote at home ...  
On a cool and showery afternoon Kenilworth 
faced Sapcote croquet team who stole Joyce 
Critchley, member of both clubs, and borrowed 
Geof Eames. They also had to borrow Ray 
Clipson for the last round of games. A moral  
victory for us although the actual result was a  
6-6 Draw. Our strongest pairing Pauline Dennis 
and Alan Clark won 3 out of 4 games, whilst 
Bob Maskell with Mervyn Harvey drew 2-2, and 
the pairing of Trevor Webb and Bob Case put 
up a commendable performance to win one of 
their games. 
Sapcote captain John Hansem led from the front 
winning 3 out of 4 games, whist Joyce Critchley 
and Dave Lambert won 2 and drew 2 with Chris 
Eades and Christine Ryder each winning 1 
game. A very friendly afternoon enjoyed by all. 

Ladiesô Tournament 
On Sunday afternoon (18th September) Kenilworth 
Croquet Club held its Ladiesô Tournament. 
 
Seven ladies entered, which 
gave for a good afternoonôs 
play, with all playing all - and 
the weather stayed fine. The 
two favourites where on level 
pegging when they met in the 
fifth round, but in the end 
Pauline Harvey emerged the 
winner with five wins, whilst 
Diane Fitch had four. It was 
great to see two first-season 
players entering (and doing 
well).   

 Your club needs you...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ...End of season leaf clearing  



Work on the lawns...  
A very big thank you to the members who came and helped 
with the two days of work on Lawn 2. Although it needs 
time to settle it really looks a great improvement and it 
could not have been done without them. No names but 
they know who they are (& apologies for the photo which 
only shows three of them because we didn't have a camera 
when most people were there.) 
  
Ray Clipson 

... and the detail  
Many of you will have seen some of the work being carried out on the lawns in recent weeks. Much 
work has been done by a core team of members and we should all reap the rewards next season. 
The following gives an idea of the work being undertaken. 
 
What was wrong with the lawns as they were? You do indeed have to go a long way to find better 
lawns than we have.  However, there is always room for improvement, and it was felt worthwhile to 
level out some of the minor slopes and hollows 
 
Why did you not tackle the undulations around a few of the hoops, and on the ñWestò boundary of 
lawn 1?  First, we would not have embarked on this work if we were not pretty sure that the process 
(lifting turf, adding topsoil, treading it in and replacing the turf) would produce satisfactory results, 
but we cannot be 100% certain.  Indeed, we will not know until next spring.  We therefore did not 
want to work in critical areas (ie around hoops) until we had tried it out in outlying areas.  Second, 
there is a limit to how much a team of volunteers can do in the short time available, and, thanks to 
all the hard work done by the team; we have actually accomplished a terrific amount. 
 
Exactly what has been done?  We have filled in a big hollow on the side of lawn 2 that abuts lawn 3, 
and also a smaller hollow nearer the centre peg. The major job was to level the last 9ft at the ñNorthò 
boundary of lawn 2 (adjacent to lawn 1). This could only be achieved by installing some retaining 
boarding, and then adding about five tons of topsoil which also had to be compacted (to minimise 
the amount it drops over the winter) which meant repeatedly treading it all down ï a very laborious 
job! 
 
What about the corner of lawn 1 near hoop 2?  This area and most of the West boundary has 
ñsettledò over the years, and it will be a big job to be carried out at the end of next season to bring it 
back to the level we would like.  However, we have carried out a temporary job of replacing some 
worn turf and levelling the corner as much as we could. This will give us some extra flexibility for 
lawn movement enabled by the new embankment retaining wall. 
 
So is that it for this year?  Unfortunately not. We still have the annual task of spreading top dressing 
on both lawns and you will have already seen a request for help with the big task of clearing leaves. 
Work goes on!  

Croquet clothing  
The Croquet Club has a range of clothing with the Club 
logo on it. This comprises Sweatshirts (long sleeved, 
unisex, S/M/L/XL/XXL), Polo Shirts (short sleeved, 
menôs S/M/L/XL/XXL and ladiesô equivalent) and caps 
(unisex, one adjustable size). These have to be ordered 
in minimum batches. 
For this coming year we plan to hold a small  
representative stock so that members can try them on 
for size and may not have to wait for a new delivery. We 
expect this to take place before the next season starts. 
More details will be circulated when it is introduced. 

The last GC Monday  
afternoon of the season  

The weather was quite kind to us 
when a few brave souls turned out for 

a very 
enjoyable 
game of 
croquet. 
Roll on 
next  
season!  


